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The Philharmonie Siddwestfalen has carried the title of State Orchestra of North
Rhine-Westphalia since 1992. Based in Siegen / Siegen-Wittgenstein, the Philharmonie
is active throughout the entire South Westphalia region, in addition to regular guest
performances across Germany, as well as in the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland,
Italy, and the Czech Republic. Successful tours to France and, in 2006/07, to China
underline the orchestra’s international standing. Guest appearances have included the
2007 Menuhin Festival in Gstaad, Switzerland, Rome in 2010, and Milan in 2011, 2014,
and 2017. In summer 2016 the orchestra was engaged as a festival orchestra with
numerous performances in Switzerland. In the 2017/18 season alone, the orchestra
performed on three separate occasions at the Concertgebouw Amsterdam.

An orchestra equally at home in the classical, romantic, and modern concert repertoire,
the Philharmonie SlUdwestfalen has also earned acclaim in recent years for its
open-minded programming. Contemporary works can be heard just as often as
‘rediscovered’ Baroque music. In 2007 the Philharmonie premiered two commissioned
works by the composers lIris ter Schiphorst and Gerhard Stabler. The orchestra
traditionally accompanies numerous concert choirs - not only in the region - and
regularly accepts invitations as guest orchestra at the major music theatres of North
Rhine-Westphalia (Dusseldorf, Essen, Cologne, Bonn) and for concerts with vocal stars.

The orchestra places great importance on education. The Philharmonie performs its
‘Teddy Bear Concerts’ for kindergarten-age children, holds an annual series of school
concerts for primary school pupils, maintains a sponsorship partnership with the
Markisches Youth Symphony Orchestra, and regularly supports the Youth Symphony
Orchestra of the Siegen Music School. The Philharmonie Sudwestfalen is also committed
to training talented young conductors, in ongoing collaboration with the Conductors’
Forum of the German Music Council (project ‘Maestros of Tomorrow’) and with music
academies.

In recent years, new concert formats have been added: film music concerts and the
Proms concerts enjoy great popularity, the annual productions for the KulturPur Festival
are legendary, and the console game music production ‘Final Fantasy’ reaches an
entirely new audience.
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In summer 2023, the orchestra proudly moved into its own rehearsal building in the
heart of Siegen, the ‘Haus der Musik’, made possible through remarkable civic
engagement. The orchestra is supported by the Philharmonie Sidwestfalen Foundation
and its Friends’ Association (Forderverein).

In chamber concerts, the orchestra’s musicians perform in smaller ensembles, and
together with the Siegen Museum of Contemporary Art they present contemporary
chamber music. In addition to regular recordings and broadcasts for radio (including the
WDR Music Festival 2006), the orchestra has regularly been featured live on WDR
television during the Advent and summer concerts of the Minister President of North
Rhine-Westphalia.
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